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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE REAL ESTATE ACQUISITIONS 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 1953 


Unirep STaTeEs SENATE, 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON Reat Estate aNnpb 
Mitirary CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, Dp. & 

The subcommittee (consisting of Senators Case (Chairman), Duff, 
and Stennis) met, pursuant to notice, at 10:35 a. m., in room 135, 
Senate Office Building. 

Present: Senators Case and Stennis (presiding). 

Also present: William H. Darden and Ed Braswell of the committee 
staff. 

Maj. Gen. L. L. Doan, commanding general, First Armored Divi- 
sion, Fort Hood, Tex.; Col. B. R. Wimer, Chief, Facilities Branch, 
Office, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-4, Department of Army; Col. W. A. 
Carter, G—4: Col. F. E. Miner, G—3; Lawson B. Knott, Jr.., Office, 
Chief of Engineers, Department of Army; and Roy J. Smith, president, 
First National Bank, Killeen, Tex 


Army AcQuIsITION Prosgect 54—A, Fort Hoop, Tex. 


Senator STeNNIs (presiding). Gentlemen, Senator Case has been 
delayed slightly I would rather he would conduct the hearing, but 
in the interest of time, we will open the hearings and proceed 

The first item is Army acquisition project No. 54—A, which pro- 
poses to acquire 54,495 acres for an expansion of Fort Hood, Tex., 
so as to provide sufficient range to permit the firing of a 120-millimeter 
tank gun. 

The acquisition of this land was considered during hearings on the 
legislation that became Public Law 534 of the 82d Congress, but the 
area proposed to be acquired in this project differs somewhat from the 
area that was authorized to be acquired by Public Law 534. 

The subcommittee has received considerable correspondence con- 
cerning this acquisition, and | have before me a staff memorandum 
that summarizes the content of the correspondence, together with an 
extract of the Senate hearings on the act that authorized this purchase. 

Now, those communications are largely against the acquisition of the 
land by the interested parties? 

Mr. Darpen. They are, sir. 

Senator Stennis. Does that mean displacing people in their homes? 

Mr. DarpeEn. Yes, sir; it does. 

Senator Stennis. It is not commercial land; it is homes? 

Mr. Darpen. No; it is farming land. 

Senator Srennis. All right. 
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Mr. Knott, you may proceed with your justification and explana- 
tion of this acquisition. 

Mr. Knorr. Mr. Chairman, the project statement, of course, is 
brief, and relates primarily to describing in summary fashion the real- 
estate features, but in response to your suggestion that, perhaps, we 
would like to hear something about the need, I am happy that General 
Doan, the commanding general of Fort Hood, is here, and, perhaps, 
he can tell us something about the firing problem and the need for 
this expansion area. 

Senator Srennis. Let me ask one question to start with, General. 
Is this necessary? 

General Doan. I consider it vitally urgent, sir, for the same reason 
that airfields have had to expand their runways, because of new 
planes. We have to expand our ranges because of new armament. 
Fort Hood is the only permanent post, where we can train armored 
units. It was designed originally for 75 and 76 millimeter guns at 
the time they purchased it, because that was the largest thing en- 
visioned. 

Now, we have 90 millimeter guns on hand there, and we have 120 
millimeter guns coming within the next few months, and we abso- 
lutely have to have it, as I can show you by the range maps I have 
here, in order to accomodate those guns. 

Senator Stennis. General, I think you had better bear in mind as 
you go along with your testimony that you are going to repeat certain 
high points of your testimony to Senator Case, because that point 
right there, I think, you should repeat that to him. 

All right, General, you proceed in your own way. That is the first 
question in my mind, Is this necessary, otherwise I will not favor it; 

General Doan. Our situation, Senator, is this: We have only two 
permanent postsforarmor. We have Fort Knox, which is the armored 
school, and they can fire in a very limited way a 90-millimeter gun to 
learn the technique of firing. They do not have any tactical training. 

At Fort Hood we have the only armored division in the United 
States. Our other armored division is in Germany. We have been 
training replacements for Korea, but we have had to train them with 
75 and 76 millimeter guns because we were unable to fire on more than 
one range with the nineties we now have on hand. 

We are now fully equipped with 90 millimeter guns; we are informed 
we will be equipped with 120 within the next 2 or 3 months, and we 
need this additional land for training and, I think, I can show you on 
a sketch here very quickly what the main problems are on that. 

Senator Stennis. General, give the reporter now your full name, 
will you, please? 

General Doan. Maj. Gen. L. L. Doan, Commanding General, 
Fort Hood, and First Armored Division. 

Our present reservation is shown by this green line. It is divided 
generally into two halves by a main road between North and South 
Fort Hood. 

This is the permanent part of the post. This is a tent camp. We 
have 6 National Guard and Reserve divisions coming in there every 2 
weeks, and they are in there now for summer training. 

On this side we do our tactical training, that is, our nonfiring prob- 
lems around this area, which is the impact area, where we have all of 
our ranges for small arms; we have a set down here and a duplicate 
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set up here. We use these while the National Guard and Reserve are 
using those. 

In order to fire our tank guns, we have to, under the present system, 
fire only from up here down the middle of the impact area, which cuts 
out several of the ranges, and which limits us in that we can only fire 
from one position. 

In order to train properly we need to have several different types 
of ranges, moving target, HE ranges, ranges where the tanks can 
maneuver and fire simultaneously. With this additional land—these 
are the range fans, showing schematically the area that is needed in 
order to cover for 4 static ranges, and to fire with the 90- and 120- 
millimeter guns. For the 90 we have to have a 19,000-yard range; 
for the 120 we have to have a 23,500-yard range. Since this is the 
only post where we can now train an armored division, if we do not 
have this, we will not have any. 

Senator Srennis. Where is this land that you now want? 

General Doan. The new land, sir, is right here. 

Could I have that map I have got stretched out there? 

Senator Stennis. It runs around here outside of this line? 

General Doan, This black line, sir. The original request was for 
the line shown in yellow. Then, after that was laid out, that plan, 
and the first of this correspondence which was mentioned to you came 
in, General Clark, my predecessor, together with the leading citizens 
of the Gatesville, Killeen, and Belton, the three towns interested, 
went out and saw the people concerned, with the result that we 
reduced the land, as shown by this revision, down to here. 

Senator StreNNIs. Pardon me, does this gentleman who is here, 
would he like to come over and look at this map? 

Mr. Smrrn. I am familiar with it already. 

General Doan. What we have done, if you translate this map to 
this one, we have cut out the tillable land which was around the 
fringes, and have brought the line down to the very rough cedar lands 
which are much different. 

Senator Stennis. What does this indicate here, this jagged 

Mr. Knorr. That is the Belton Dam and flood-control project; 
that is an Army project. 

Senator Stennis. Would that be knocked out? 

Mr. Knorr. No, sir; that involves close to 35,000 acres that are 
substantially acquired now. It is in process of acquisition, and a good 
bit of it has already been occupied. 

Senator Srennis. Is that part of the reservoir right here? 

General Doan. You see it in blue; the reservoir comes up in here; 

Senator Srennis. It will not destroy that, this firing? 

General Doan. No, sir; in fact, this will also, by scheduling our 
firing, give us an opportunity for water training which we have not 
had, there being no water there to train on for our engineer bridging 
and such operations as that. 

Mr. Knorr. We are also working the acquisition so that we do not 
have the severance that would normally be involved in cutting 
through, that is, in many instances along this area we have land- 
owners who own part of the land in Belton, in the Belton area, and 
part in the Hood area. 

Senator Stennis. Let me observe this: You are going to have to 
go over these maps, these map points, with Senator Case. If there 
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are other matters that you could cover for the record now, perhaps 
we can save time by covering them, and let your maps stay out here, 
and when he comes in you cari point that out. 

Mr. Darpen. Mr. Smith wants to make a statement, does he not? 

Mr. Knorr. Yes. This is Mr. Roy Smith from the Killeen area, 

Senator Srennis. I thought maybe General Doan had other points 
he wanted to make on his chief testimony. Is there anything further 
now you want to say? 

Mr. Knorr. Concerning the need? 

Senator STENNis. Yes. 

General Doan. I have tried to point out the need. This is our 
only permanent post for training armored units, and due to the 
development of quipment it is becoming obsolescent because we do 
not have the ranges to handle the equipment that we now have on 
hand and, therefore, we need the additional land. 

| might go back into the background. There were several different 
plans developed as to how we were going to do this. This was the 
final outcome, and it was considered for over a period of 2 years, and 
had many surveys, and it was found that the land, which is being 
acquired, would take the least valuable land adjacent to Fort Hood. 

[t would also avoid, as they had in the original plan, crossing ¢ 
State highway. It will eliminate the need for a highwater bridge 
which is now under the planning stage because of the east range road 
which will run through the middle of the acquisition. 

If we do not acquire it, they will have to put ina high-level bridge 
in there because of the dam which is going in. 

The only alternative to it is that at Camp Irwin, Calif., they can 
fire the 120. It is the only other place in the United States. From 
a training aspect it is completely impractical to train your battalions 
at Fort Hood, and then move them out one at a time to do some 
firing at Camp Irwin; in addition to which the estimate is that it 
costs a minimum of $130,000 per battalion just to transport the 
personnel. 

From my viewpoint it would be completely unsatisfactory to pick 
up battalions and take them out and do their gunnery for 1 month 
only out of each year, out there. As it is, we can put our gunnery into 
the schedule in the different phases where it should be. 

In training, we go through first, the individual phase where we 
train gunners, and we fire from static points. Then we go into the 
unit training, and we fire platoon problems, company problems, and 
finally battalion problems, and that is all spread over the whole cycle, 
of 9 months’ training cycle, for the division. So to me, there is just 
no alternative to having the land there where we have our only armored 
training ground. 

Colonel Wimer. I might just say that we are not asking for ranges 
wherein we can fire these guns at maximum range; we are limiting 
the ranges to 15 degrees rather than 45, and also, some of the problems 
regarding the movable base versus fixed artillery, enters into this 
problem there. 

Senator Stennis. Is this all you are going to need now or will you 
need more after you acquire this? 

General Doan. We will not need more after we acquire this. The 
120-millimeter tank gun is the biggest I have heard talked about. 
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Senator STENNIs. How long have you had these tank guns of the 
type you describe? 

General Doan. We started getting 90- aurea guns about 5 
months ago, sir. This acquisition was presumably to be finished in 
1952, but it is still going on. 

Senator STENNIs. You mean this addition here to Camp Hood was 
supposed to have been finished in 1952? 

General Doan. That is right. 

Mr. Kwnorr. I believe what he is referring to, Senator, is the 
authorization was last July. 

General Doan. We had anticipated having the land and having 
the ranges all finished and in use this year, but due to the delay we 
still do not have it. The 90-millimeter guns which we now have, we 
acquired about 5 or 6 months ago. 

Senator SrENNis. You have some 120’s now and cannot use them. 

General Doan. No, sir: we will have the 120’s within 3 months, | 
am told, and Colonel Wimer here from G-—3 has the latest information 
on that. 

Senator STENNIS. What about that, Colonel? 

Colonel Winer. Sir, I am Col. F. E. Wimer of G—3—the Depart- 
ment of the Army has under development procurement of a number 
of tanks; I think the number is approximately 80 and they will be 
available for user tests in the near future. 

Senator Stennis. What does that near future mean? We hear 
that all the time. 

Colonel Wimer. As the General says, we think it is in 3 to 5 months. 
Modifications have to take place at Knox and that must be taken into 
consideration, and we bave had some difficulties from that point. 

Senator Srennis. All right, thank you very much. General, 
before you became a general officer, what branch of the service were 
you in? 

General Doan. I have been with Armor except for 1 year, since 
1941, sir; I have commanded everything from a platoon to a division; 
that is the on ly thing I have done. 

‘nator STENNIS. Sometimes we find the commanding officer is in 
a different field from what he actually is doing at the camp, but this 
is your specialty? 

ae Doan. That is the only thing I have done since 1941, sir. 

senator STENNIS. And you say this land is necessary for the con- 
diced operation of Camp Hood? 

General Doan. I think it is completely essential, sir; otherwise it 
will be obsolescent because right now we are training recruits to go to 
Korea with 76 millimeter guns because there is not enough flexibility 
in the amount of land we have to train them on, the 90 millimeter guns. 

Senator Stennis. All right. Anything further now from the 
proponents? 

Colonel Wimer. There is one other point brought out to a slight 
extent, and that is the matter of timing. In talking to General Doan 
this morning, it appears his plan is that he will not try to use any of 
this land which is now under cultivation until the current crops are 
harvested in the fall; in other words, his guns will be coming in at 
such a time, it will not be necessary to do that, if we get approval on 
this particular project. 
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General Doan. So far as the future goes, Senator, this has been in a 
stage of research of title, and all the engineers can tell you, and Mr. 
Smith will tell you, a great many of these people have made commit- 
ments to move, and were told almost a year ago, would receive their 
money and would be moving out. Due to the delays, finally agree- 
ment was made whereby the only thing we could tell them, because 
we did not know when it was going to go through, that we would 
agree they could harvest their 1953 crops. 

I tried to point out that we have eliminated as much of the tillable 
land as we possibly could so that out of the 54,000, something like 
4,500 tillable acres in the whole lot. 

Mr. Darpren. General, one question that I think is an obvious one, 
is how and where are the artillery pieces such as the 105 and 155 and 
larger fired, and is there any possibility of coordinating this sort of 
operation with the Artillery? 

General Doan. There is. We fire the 155, and the 105, and we 
can set them back from the impact area to fire them now, the 155 with 
a very limited range, of course, because that is overhead fire, whereas 
your tank is direct line-of-sight fire. 

Mr. Darpen. Would the 120’s have a greater range than any of 
the artillery ? At least I assume they would not. 

General Doan. It will not have a greater range than the 155. 

Mr. Darpven. Is it correct that these same problems obtain at 
Fort Knox? 

General Doan. I have been there twice recently, and I am told 
they have the identical problem. They have only a very narrow 
strip where they can fire now, that is right down the alley, and they 
cannot do any maneuvering whatsoever. 

Colonel Wimer. I think there is a point that was missed there, 
that with the 105 and the 155, is fired from a fixed position. They 
require no maneuver area forward such as the tank, and also they are 
fired from a fixed base. The tank gun operating on a movable base, 
makes an entirely different safety problem, and also a different kind 
of problem so far as actual training. I think you figure about 2,000 
yards are required at the head of the range for a maneuver area, 

General Doan. That is right 

Colonel Wimer. Before the tanks will actually start shooting, 
which will increase the range by that amount. 

Senator Srennis. You mean they will move that far forward? 

General Doan. I can show you very briefly on the map. I men- 
tioned that these fans are schematic in that they represent probable 
sights for the technique of fire where you can train the gunner in the 
technique of fire. When we get into the maneuver situation where 
we want to fire in a problem, we start them back here in the tactical 
training area. We maneuver up, and we make this road our line of 
departure and then they can fire as they advance until the end of 
their fan comes clear down to the end of the range, and this line that 
we now have, we feel is the minimum. We have pulled it in, as I 
show on this map, to what I feel is the very minimum, and still allow 
us adequate room to move toward the impact area and fire simul- 
taneously. ; 

Senator Stennis. That is why it takes more distance? 

General Doan. That is right; that is why you cannot bring this 
line up to here. You have got to have a little room to shoot, and that 
gives us 2 to 3,000 yards, depending on where you halt your problem. 
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Senator Srzunnis. All right. I think I have the map pretty well 
in mind now. As I say, you will have to repeat this. 

Was there anything else from the proponents? 

What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Smirxa. Roy Smith. 

Senator Srennis. All right. 

Mr. Smiru. J am president of the First National Bank of Killeen, 
and I am chairman of the chamber of commerce military affairs 
committee. 

General Doan’s predecessor, General Clark, Bruce Clark, who is 
now commanding the I Corps in Korea, started this acquisition, and 
| worked very closely with him. A lot of the objections that you have 
to this, I think, came—and I am sure of it—prior to the time they 
moved these lines back there. 

Senator STENNIs. Yes. 

Mr. Smirn. Now, we have worked very closely with these people, 
and there is no centralized opposition to the acquisition of this land 
at this time. There are still 1 or 2 people who reside in our State but 
do not reside on the land, who have opposed it, principally because 
some of their land was in or near this reservoir, and they did not want 
to lose it for that reason. 

But as the General pointed out awhile ago, if this is not acquired, 
there is a bridge that will have to be built across here that is going 
to cost in the neighborhood of $850,000 or $900,000, I believe was 
the estimate. That amount will be saved, and they have moved it 
back to where they are taking the least amount of the good farming 
land. 

Senator Srennis. How much good farming land are they taking, 
Mr. Smith? 

Mr. Smirn. I think it is about, in the neighborhood of 5,000 acres 
of the total. 

Senator Stennis. Do you own any land or have any interests in 
the land in this area? 

Mr. Smiru. I do not own any or have any interests. I have 
customers who do business with our bank, who own that land, many 
of them. 

Senator Stennis. Are most of them homeowners there or absentee 
owners? 

Mr. Suirx. Well, I would say that most of the people are home- 
owners that are left in here, but those are the people who have either 
taken options on other land and are ready to move—we have several 
of those people who have borrowed money from our bank to take 
options on other land. 

Senator Srennis. Do you think the upsetting of the community 
there has been reduced to the minimum? 

Mr. Smiru. I do, sir. 

Senator Srennis. I thought you came here to testify against these 
men. 

Mr. Smiru. No, sir. 

General Doan. Senator, I would like to give you 2 letters I have 
from the 2 nearest towns showing they are 100 percent for this acquisi- 
tion, because their economy is so closely tied to Fort Hood that 
they are 100 percent with us to see that Fort Hood does not become 
obsolescent. 


) 
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Senator Stennis. I can trace a good part of my mistakes as a judge 
to cases where only one side was heard, and that is why I always have 
to have somebody representing both sides of the matter here. 

Mr. Darpen. We did not have a request for an appearance, Mr. 
Chairman. Some of the telegrams suggested that a personal inspec- 
tion of the lands should be made before the project is approved. 

There was one question that I think should be answered, and one 
that is raised by this correspondence in a number of the letters, in 
that some portions of Fort Hood are now outleased for grazing pur- 
poses or the allegation is made. Do you have any indication of how 
much and where that is? 

General Doan. Yes, sir. There is the classified project—I do not 
know how many people should stay here for it. 

Mr. DarpeNn. You need not go into that now, we will bring that 
up later. 

General Doan. I will bring up the point then that the only part 
that is outleased is that which was south of the main highway along 
the south edge of the post, this area in here; it is a small area, and it 
is used for another purpose. 

Mr. Knorr. That is not an exclusive lease; that is, it is used for 
grazing only when not required for military purposes. 

General Doan. We still use this area. 

Senator STENNIS. Well, you could not use this now, anyway, for 
the purposes? 

General Doan. Not for this; no, sirs, it has nothing to do with 
ranges. 

Senator Stennis. What about the acquisition of this land, are 
you going to acquire the mineral rights, everything that goes with it? 

Mr. Knorr. Our investigation thus far, Senator, indicats that there 
is no separate mineral value. We would acquire the minerals unless 
we were to run into a substantial oil activity, in which case we would 
reconsider to determine whether it was absolutely essential that we 
keep mineral operations out of the area because of our use. 

Senator Stennis. Mr. Smith, these little fellows that live out 
there in this area now, you know they are there, and that is their 
home, they are not directly represented here. I always feel like 
everybody’s interest ought to be considered. Could you give any 
additional light on this matter? You live there, and you are familiar 
with the area, 

Mr. Smiru. Senator, I would like to point this out, that the most 
valuable land so far as farming is concerned, is already in the Belton 
Reservoir acquisition, and a lot of these people have land that will 
be acquired by the reservoir and without this expansion area would 
have a small piece left, where it was too far away for the corps to 
take it on, on account of the lake, so a lot of them are readily anxious 
to have their land acquired because it gets them completely out 

of the picture. 

Now, there are some who want—some outside people who would 
prefer—to have it because they think they would have a nice lakeside 
place. 

Senator STENNIs. I am not interested in them at all. 

Mr. Smiru. I am not, either, Senator; I have no sympathy with 
them at all. 

Senator STennis. Yes. 


+ 
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Mr. Smitrx. But the most valuable farmland was in this valley 
known as the Tennessee Valley, and it has already been called in by 
the Belton Reservoir, and the remainder of it is chalky hills, covered 
with small trees, very little, as I said, out of the whole acreage, about 
5,000 acres of farmland which is a pretty small amount. 

Senator STENNIS. Yes. 

I have in my office at home something that was picked up on the 
field artillery ranges here at Camp Hood by a young cousin of mine, 
who was taking training the re, following his ROTC, and his gradua- 
tion from New Mexico Military Institute. It is a stone in what I 
would call the form of a huge snail. 

Mr. Smirx. There are a lot of fossils. 

Senator Stennis. Yes. You mentioned chalk, and it reminded me 
of that. 

Is there any other proof now, gentlemen—lI am very sorry Senator 
Case is not here. I think you had better stay if you can to hit the 
highlights of this again. 

Is there anything we want to put in the record? 

General Doan. I would like to put in the record the two letters 
from Killeen and Belton referring to the fact that there is no longer 
any organized opposition. 

Senator STENNis. I am not going into the price of this acquisition 
now, as I think this is a matter negotiated by the Corps of Engineers. 

Mr. Knorr. That is right, sir. There are 500 tracts involved, and 
350 of them are improved, and the appraisals, or the gross appraisals, 
were made last summer. Each of those will be subject to review, and 
bringing it on up to a current basis. You understand, Senator, that 
we can, under this same law, pay up to 25 percent of the value of the 
property for costs incurred in moving. 

Senator SrENNtis. For what? 

Mr. Knorr. For costs incurred in moving. 

Senator STENNIS. Yes. 

Mr. Smirx. Pardon me for interrupting but when this first started 
that was not the case, and that is the thing that helped a lot of these 
people, Senator. 

Mr. Knorr. That would be particularly true where you have 350 
to 500 tracts that are improved, and, for the most part, lived on. 

Senator Srennis. Colonel Carter, do you have anything to add? 

Colonel Carrer. No, sir; nothing in particular, except that this is 
one of the highest priority meshed for land acquisition that the 
Department of the Army has and, as General Doan and the various 
witnesses have stated, it is essential for the use of Fort Hood to 
carry out the firmg and training which we must carry out. We 
cannot send our men to Korea to start fighting with our new weapons 
that they have never fired in the United States. 

Senator Srennis. General, you brought your witness with you, 
your civilian witness, and you brought a good one. 

Colonel Carrer. We did not bring him, sir; he happened to be in 
town. 

Senator Stennis. Very nice to have had your testimony. 

Mr. Darden, do you have something further you wish to ask any 
questions on? 

Mr. Darpen. Mr. Chairman, I think the letters in opposition are 
probably too many for insertion in the record. There is this 1 petition 
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that is signed by 35 or 40 opponents that probably should go in if the 
other correspondenc eis going in. I believe it is representative of the 
opposition to this. 

Senator Srennis. Without objection these two letters of May 29 
and May 30, 1953, will be inserted. And also the petitions mentioned 
by the clerk. 


(The documents referred to are as follows:) 


Tue First NationaL Bank, 
Killeen, Tex., May 29, 1958. 
Maj. Gen. L. L. Doan, 
Commanding General, First Armored Division, 


Fort Hood, Tex. 


Dear GENERAL Doan: We have your request as to the effect the disapproval 
of the expansion of Fort Hood might have on some of the individuals of this area. 
Please be advised that many of the landowners in the expansion area have ac- 
quired other land and/or have taken options to purchase other land. The effect 
of disapproval on these people would be a loss financially. Practically all of the 
opposition to the expansion has disappeared. Much of the opposition was by 
landowners who did not reside in this area; some reside out of State. Other op- 
,0sition came from those who purchased land when it became a fact that the Belton 
Tons would be built and this opposition is from a mercenary viewpoint altogether. 
Some landowners own property that will be purchased for the lake and will there- 
fore be benefited by having all of their land acquired rather than just a portion. 
If we can be of assistance to you in any way please let us know. 
Sincerely yours, 
Roy J. Smrru. 


BELTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
Belton, Tex., May 30, 1958. 
Maj. Gen. L. L. Doan, 
Commanding General, 
Fort Hood, Tex. 

Dear GENERAL Doan: Reference is made to our recent conversation regarding 
the proposed expansion of Fort Hood. We feel that we would like to give you 
the following written statement to express our feelings regarding this matter. 
We believe that the same sentiment is shared by a large majority of the people of 
the Belton area. 

The board of directors of the Belton Chamber of Commerce made a careful 
study of the proposed expansion of Fort Hood when it was first presented. Even 
though the expansion would take in some of our trade territory, we feel that 
the expansion is necessary in order to provide an adequate training area for the 
men in our Army to make use of the new and larger weapons with their longer 
firing range. After studying this proposed expansion, we decided that, as tax- 
payers, we should favor this expansion because it appears to be the most economi- 
eal and sound policy for our Army to follow. To our knowledge, there is no 
longer any organized opposition to this expansion. It seems now that the only 
opposition is from nonresident landowners who own land along the Belton 
Reservoir. 

It is our wish that the Congress will look with favor on this proposed expansion, 
and that Fort Hood will become an adequate training area in order to give the 
men of our Army the best possible opportunity to train and prepare themselves 
to effectively use the latest weapons developed by the Army. 

Respectfully yours, 
W. Rass Ruopes, 
President, Belton Chamber of Commerce. 
EvmMer H. Hays, 
Mayor, The City of Belton, 


Temp.e, Tex., February 4, 1958. 
Senator LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, 
United States Senate: 
Don’t forget the people in petition sent you do not want Fort Hood expansion. 
Not needed. 
EvizABETH McCorcte. 
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TrempLeE, Tex., January 13, 1958. 
Mr. LEvERETT SALTONSTALL, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

HONORABLE Sir: Referring further to my letter of even date, regarding the 
southeastern expansion of Fort Hood: 

I am enclosing a petition signed by a number of the homeowners and residents 
of this area, soliciting your influence and whatever assistance you may be able to 
give us in this expansion. 

May we assure you that anything you are able to do to help us maintain our 
home, will be a great favor. 

Sincerely, 
(Miss) Exvizaneta McCorc ie. 


We, the undersigned being homeowners and residents, respectfully submit the 
following petition opposing the southeastern expansion of Fort Hood, and request 
the United States Government to reconsider such expansion for the following 
reasons: 

First: We do not believe the land under consideration is needed for national 
defense. 

Second: There is already something over 160,000 acres in Fort Hood, and 
thousands of acres not in use and leased out for grazing purposes. 

Third: There is something over 8,000 acres that will be taken in the Belton 
Dam project, and this land will mainly be used for recreational purposes. 

Fourth: The land near Killeen Air Base is too near the city limits of the city 
of Killeen to be used for firing range. 

Dock Hall, Gid MecCorcle, C. L. Wood, Henry Messer, Lola Hall, 
C. E. Murray, E. M, Godman, A. M. Delano, Mrs. A. M. Delano, 
W. T. Dugger. Mrs. W. T. Dugger, E. R- Hilliard, Mrs. E. R. 
Hilliard, Dave Hicks, Mrs. W. 8. Whitmire, W. 8S. Whitmire, 
Ed Hewes, Mrs. Ed Hewes, Jim Brandrant, C. M. Smith, Roy L, 
Proctor, a W. Booker, E. a Heuss, Mrs. A. Heuss, Elwanda 
Edwards, Lee O. Edwards, H. L. Jones, Mrs. H. L. Jones, B. F. 
Culp, Mrs. B. F. Culp, Perry Hicks, Mrs. Perry Hicks, Mrs. 
5S. E. Newsome, A. A. Edwards, Frank Gault, J. M. Gray, I. C. 
Williams, J. H. Thomson, Guadalupe Perez, Mrs. F. L. MeCorcle. 
Elizabeth McCorele. 


Temple, Tex., January 13, 1953. 
Mr. LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, 
United State Se nate, 


Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sir: I am writing you in the interest of the proposed expansion of east 
Fort Hood, which project was frozen recently. 

First, it will be necessary that I give you a short résumé of our personal affairs 
so that you will understand one of the reasons we do not favor this expansion. 

Our home place is situated in the southwest corner of the proposed expansion, 
just about half mile from the east line of the present area, just east of the Killeen 
Air Base. This homestead has been in the family for almost 100 years, and my 
aged mother (87) is living on the place now, and I am sure you can readily see 
just how this is and how it will affect her, if and when we are compelled to move. 

We do not think the expansion is needed, mainly because all of the land in 
Fort Hood is not in use, and we do not see why people should be put out of their 
homes just because the land is wanted by the Army, mainly to be used as a recrea- 
tional center, as was stated in the Fort Hood paper Tracks and Half Tracks. 
Of course, it is stated that the land is needed for national defense, but thousands 
of men were trained during the war when there was an emergency, and there is 
none now. All this land on the north and on the south, lies adjacent to the Belton 
Dam area. 

There are about 10,000 acres leased, most to ranchers, and how would this 
look to you if you were in our place knowing there is so much land not in use and 
the Government want ng more? No doubt, some of t! land would be used for 
military purposes, but as to big guns being fired on this land, it is a fact larger 
ones were used during the war, and we feel there is plenty of range for any kind 
of firing now in Fort Hood. 
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Senator Saltonstall, may I ask that you please make a thorough investigation 
of this expansion? We know that if vou do, you will not grant it, or at least not 
grant so much land. I have asked General Clark to cut back the south line—say 
a mile or two the whole length of the proposed area, which would be fair to all 
concerned. I might add, there are several in this area who were in the first 
taking of the land, and it will be doubly hard for them to move again. 

The attached article appeared in the Temple paper today. It seems this is 
just another case where the Army will take land and then turn it over to different 
towns for parks. Of course, the landowners will be ejected, which doesn’t seem 
fair to the citizens, and I am sure this will happen to the land in the expansion. 
In fact, General Clark made a statement there would be more cattle produced 
than the landowners had ever produced. 

Senator, as chairman of the Armed Services Committee, won’t you please do 
your best to help us? 

Thanking you for any consideration you may give, Iam 

Sincerely, 
EvizasETa McCorc ie. 

P.$.—I should have stated I work in Temple, but home place near Killeen, Tex. 


Senator Stennis. Let Mr. Smith look this over. 

Mr. Smiru. I would like to point out one thing in this petition. 

Senator STeNNis. Point out anything you wish to point out about 
this, Mr. Smith. 

Mr. Smirxu. You brought up this grazing rights point—recently we 
had two petitions, one for it and the other against it. The general will 
tell you we went over that list and we found numerous people who had 
signed both petitions, and the same thing would result—there is one 
man on here who is a businessman in Killeen who signed this; here is 
one J. F. Gray who signed this petition. They own no property out 
there at all, and if you would come around with another petition 
saying to acquire this land those gentlemen would sign that same 
petition. 

General Doan. May I ask the date of that petition? 

Mr. Smirx. That is the thing that happened on the grazing deal; 
they signed both of them. 

Mr. Darpen. That was submitted January 22. 

Senator STENNIS. It came from Miss Elizabeth McCorcle. 

Mr. Smiru. A nonresident, Senator. 

Senator STenNis. Is that right? 

Mr. Smiru. Yes. 

Darpen. It is true, Mr. Chairman, that several of the letters 
in opposition are from nonresidents of Texas. They are presumably 
landowners. 

Senator STeNNts. It is said that there are a number of homeowners 
and residents of the area. Now, you say that they are not all— 

Mr. Sarru. Not all are landowners, Senator. 

Mr. Darpen. One thing, Mr. Chairman, I believe that needs to be 
clarified for the record is the relationship between this taking and the 
land previously taken for the Belton Reservoir. Several of the letters 
allege that it 1s for recreational purposes, and I suspect that there is 
contusion in that connection between Belton, and if somebody could 
make a clarifying statement on that I think it would be helpful. 

Mr. Knorr. The Department, Mr. Chairman, has also received 
some correspondence with that general tenor, and the best our field 
investigation reveals as to the reason for that thinking is that there 
was a public hearing in connection with the management plans for 
the use of the reaches of the reservoir, that is the development of 
those areas for public purposes, and it was indicated at that time 
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that some of the sites in the reaches of the reservoir would be avail- 
able for club-site development. There seems to have been the idea 
arising out of that public meeting that some of the land being acquired 
for Fort Hood was being acquired and would be devoted to recrea- 
tional use; that is not so. I think, however, it is a logical confusion 
by reason of the proximity of two areas. 

Senator Srennis. Well, this lady says she does not think the 
expansion is needed ‘“‘mainly because all of the land in Fort Hood 
is not in use, and we do not see why people should be put out of their 
homes just because the land is wanted by the Army, mainly to be 
used as a recreational center, as was stated in the Fort Hood paper 
Tracks and Half Tracks. 

What about that? 

General Doan. I did not catch that last statement, as was stated 
where? 

Senator Srennis. They said your paper said that is what it is 
going to be used for. 

Mr. Knorr. Recreation. 

General Doan. I do not know when that paper said it, sir. I can 
tell you quite sincerely that, as commanding general, there are no 
plans for recreational facilities as a result of the acquisition of 
this land. 

Senator Srennis. Well, the paper says they must have had some- 
thing to base it on, General, whether they had any plan or not. 

Mr. Smiru. It might be connected with that hearing at Belton. 

Mr. Knorr. I think that is so, and the fact that military personnel 
would not be excluded from getting the club sites over on the Belton 
Reservoir and developing it for their own use 

General Doan. I think this is what happened—I am guessing now, 
sir. This land outside the reservation and along the edge here, was 
one of the tracts which the engineers have reserved to be available 
under some law for organizations to make into recreation areas. 

Senator Srennis. You mean civic organizations? 

General Doan. Civic organizations, and, as the chairman of the 
Camping and Executive Committee of the Boy Scouts, Heart of 
Texas Council, General Clark, and I have taken his place on that 
committee, we appeared and requested an area outside the reserva- 
tion here for an explorer camp for the Boy Scouts. The meeting was 
held with the district engineer in uniform, General Clark in uniform, 
and several others in uniform there, and that is where the entire 
——o and any articles that appeared in the Fort Hood paper 

‘ame from, and I feel sure that there was confusion in the minds of 
the people on that. 

Now, this Miss McCorcle, I do not believe she has anything to do 
with it. Here is the only case we have had on the lake to my knowl- 
edge. Four-fifths of this land is being taken by a civil take because 
of the lake, leaving these people this land—they are people who are 
out-of-towners, have not lived there for 20 years, and they are inter- 
ested in having themselves a fishing spot, as I understand it. They 
live in Tennessee or some place. That is the only case that I know 
of that has come up in relation to the recreation deal. 

Senator STENNIS. You state as a fact that no part of this acquisition 
will be used for recreation purposes? 
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General Doan. There is no plan for it in the post plan, and so long 
as I am commanding general, there certainly would not be. 

Senator Stennis. Anything else? 

Mr. Darpen. I| have nothing else. 

Senator Stennis. Does anyone have anything else? All right, 
General. Then I suppose this concludes the hearing. I want you 
to stand by for Senator Case to ask you any questions he wishes. 

Pardon me, with respect to this Fort Hood project, again, there 
are no buildings, or construction of any kind on this land, is that 
right? 

Colonel Carrer. I do not understand the question, sir; you mean 
to be built? 

Senator STeENNIs. Military construction building. 

Colonel Carter. There is no military construction building on this 
land. 

Senator STENNIs. Just purely the land acquisition? 

Colonel Carter. That is right. There will be eventually, of 
course, road construction required to get out into the ranges, but that 
is all. 

Senator Stennis. All right. 

(Senator Case entered at this point.) 

Mr. Chairman, the only other project we have had was the Fort 
Hood project and we have General Doan here who was commanding 
officer at Fort Hood. He has maps, and we have Mr. Roy Smith 
who is the president of the bank and the chairman of the Military 
Committee of the Chamber of Commerce. 

General Doan. Mr. Chairman, I am the commander of Fort Hood, 
and the Ist Armored Division, and was asked about my experience. 
I have been in armor, except for 1 year in 1941; commanded every- 
thing from a platoon up to the division I now have, and we have at 
Fort Hood the finest armored training ground in the United States 
or anywhere else. They did a fine job when they acquired it. 

They missed one point. They bought sufficient land to accom- 
modate 75- and 76-millimeter guns. Just as the Air Force has had 
to increase their runways, we have had to increase our ranges. We 
now have on hand 90-millimeter guns which were not being used to 
the fullest extent because of the limitation of the ranges. We have, 
I am told, the situation that in 3 to 4 months the 120-millimeter guns 
will be coming to us, and we have to have additional land to fire the 
120-millimeter guns. 

The story briefly is that under the original plan, we have the out- 
line which was shown in yellow, of the land we intended to acquire 
in order to provide the ranges we need. ‘There was some opposition 
to that original plan, and my predecessor, General Clark, went out 
to the local community leaders and called personally on most—all 
of them who were in the fringe area, and who were objecting. 

The land divides itself into two principal parts. The first is this 
area here which there was a great protest about taking, and is this 
flat land on the edge of the hills, and it is tillable, and so it was reduced 
from this line into here to eliminate from the proposed expansion the 
major part of the tillable land. 

Similarly, down on the south edge, this is flat land. The hills 
come down here, as we can show you here, and we can eliminate that. 

Again, over this little corner we eliminated the same type of land 
there. With that reduction we feel—we know—that we have elimi- 
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nated all organized opposition to it, and in most cases practically all 
the opposition. 

Senator Casz. Now what does this blue line represent? 

General Doan. That is the present reservation. 

Senator Casz. That is the prea nt reservation? 

General Doan. That is right, 

Senator Case. What is the aaa e from this point to this point? 

General Doan. Sir, this land here is not used in connection with 
the ranges. This is a main highway, Highway 190; this is a restricted 
area, and we use this part of it for problems, nonfirmg problems; but 
this land here cannot be used in connection with the ranges here, with 
the highway and a main railroad here, and this is under my control 
under me for logistical support only. 

Senator Casz. What are the ranges at the present time? 

General Doan. At the present time this reservation is as shown by 
this green line. This road between the permanent post 

Senator Casz. That is, the green line on this map corresponds with 
the blue line on the smaller one? 

General Doan. That is right, sir, and those two camps are connected 
by the main artery of West Range Road. 

On the west of that road we do our tactical training without firing, 
and east on it we do our firing, and we do our firing all into the center 
impact area. Under the present setup from here down to here is the 
only place we can fire a 90 millimeter gun, which does not give us the 
tactical use of the tank but limits us to fire from a static firing point, 
only 

Under the expansion we will close out the ranges that are right along 
here and move them down on to this edge. These include an anti- 
aircraft range, a moving-target range, and several subcaliber, in other 
words, 30-caliber firing ranges, which will be eliminated here in order 
to make all of this impact area. 

Now, these fans show schematically firing points that can be used 
with 120 millimeter guns, and you can see we have drawn our line 
very close to these fans. 

| explained the problems. We start over here, we come across 
the road, and make the road our line of departure, and then we can 
move in and fire simultaneously, getting the fire and movement, 
until the end of our fan comes up to the end of our line here. 

Senator Case. Where are your targets at the present time? 

General Doan. We have targets all the way around in here, sir. 

Then, for our tank firing we have two main courses in which we 
have quite a little investment. One is up here and one is right up 
here. Those are our two main tank firing courses. 

Senator Case. You eliminate the targets in here and put them 
down here? 

General Doan. No, sir; the only ones we will move will be the 
ones that are right inside of what will be the future impact area. 
These will stay where they are, sir. 

Colonel Carrer. They will still fire at these targets, but they 
will be moving. 

General Doan. Right now we have an individual tank course 
which is the finest in the world, and being copied all over the world, 
incidentally, but you cannot fire the 90-millimeter gun on that course; 
they can only fire the 76 or 75 because we have to stop there. With 
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this acquisition we can fire the tanks we have now on hand, plus 
the 120 millimeters that are already being constructed. 

Senator Case. What do you run into w hen you get farther here? 

General Doan. That is the Belton Lake, sir, and that is the next 
point I wanted to bring about recreation areas, sir. 

Colonel Carter. Can I interrupt a second, sir? This is tied in, the 
Belton Reservoir, with the civil-works project. The Corps of Engi- 
neers has this project, and the area of that taking goes up into, I 
presume, here. 

Mr. Knorr. That is right. 

Colonel Carrpr. So that this is sort of a joint acquisition deal. 
This is coming into Fort Hood. The Federal Government has had 
to buy this in any event for the Belton Reservoir. The dam is due to 
be closed, 1 believe, next spring. 

General Doan. The 9,500 acres in connection with the land that 
we are going to take are the civil take for the reaches of the lake. 

Senator Case. And they are paying for that in their budget? 

Colonel Carrer. That is right. We are trying to get it approved 
so that we can tie those acquisitions together. We have severance 
damages when we take one side without the other side. 

Senator Casn. The Engineers handled the acquisition in either case? 

Colonel Carrer. The same office. 

Senator Case. Let us get this point about substituting four- 
thousand-and-some acres of one proposal for another. What is the 
story there? 

General Doan. We have taken off the land out here, sir, so we only 
have taken what amounts to about 4,500 out of the 54,000 acres, 
which can still be classified as tillable land. To me it is very marginal 
tillable 

Senator Case. Where is that located? 

General Doan. That is along this; that shows up here, sir. The 
tillable land is—this is all hills, with this one valley. Now, they are 
using this due to the civil take for the lake. 

Senator Case. I understand. 

General Doan. Here is that valley. Then we have eliminated this 
tillable land here, and this tillable land here from our proposed expan- 
sion, and this one down here; in other words, we have closed in right 
to the edge of the foothills because we are going to use the land for the 
impact area. 

Colonel Carter. As well as eliminating this area in here. 

Senator Case. You have eliminated this? 

General Doan. I can explain that if you want me to, if you want to 
get the details on that. That particular corner that comes in right 
here now, that is a precipitous drop from here over to about here. 
When we run a problem with a combat command you need the entire 
length of the reservation to do it properly, and right now when you 
start out from north Fort Hood and come down, this thing sticks in, 
and you can’t get by. In other words, you have got to write your 
problem around a defile caused by this road coming down the moun- 
tain. By taking this area we can come down on both sides and leave 
out that corner. Why they left it out originally, I do not know. 

Senator Casr. You are expecting to do that? 

General Doan. Yes, sir. 
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Senator Case. What is the character of that land; is that tillable 
land? 

General Doan. No, sir. This is Stone Mountain. The woods are 
about 10 feet high. 

Senator Case. You do not understand why they did not put that 
in first? 

General Doan. No. 

Mr. Knorr. Originally, Senator, it was included as it was pre- 
sented at the time. 

General Doan. No, he means back in 1940 when they acquired that. 
I know when they acquired it they had not had any problems, and it 
has been my job to run all the tests out there for 2 years; I have been 
there 2 years. 

Senator Case. Have you given up any idea of taking this over in 
here? 

General Doan. That is right, sir. We moved the line back to the 
edge of the hills. 

Senator Case. Does the taking propose to run across any highways? 

General Doan. No, sir; that is the thing that was changed in the 
plan. The original plan was to go in this direction, which took in a 
State highway and which took in a lot of tillable land, and General 
Clark, my predecessor, got that changed, and put it all on this side. 

We eliminate—this is a road which is actually inside the reservation, 
and which we have to maintain for the county now. 

Senator Case. Is it open to the public? 

General Doan. There is a little town of 7 families right inside here; 
there are 7 families living here. 

Senator Case. Within the area of the reservation? 

General Doan. That is right; so we have to keep that road open 
for them. 

Senator Casr. When you have firing 

General Doan. They are right on the edge of it We closed the 
road from here to here, and you have to go all the way down here and 
back. This road has gates on each end, one gate there and one down 
here, and that closes that off. 

Senator Case. Is there any other project, housing, in this area? 

General Doan. No, sir; that is the only project except for ranches. 

Senator Case. How many people would you displace in the new 
taking? 

Mr. Knorr. There are 350 of the 500 tracts which are improved 
tracts, Mr. Chairman. Ido not know the number of people, actually. 

Senator Case. You mean there are 350 families? 

Mr. Knorr. Farm units, that is right. 

Senator Casr. Are any of those involved in the taking by the 
engineers for the civil-functions project? 

General Doan. Yes. 

Mr. Knorr. No, not this. There are 500 tracts in here; there are 
almost an equal number, but a smaller area in the civil project, 480 
tracts. 

Senator Casr. We are not concerned with that? 

Mr. Knorr. No, sir. 

Senator Case. But 350 are the additional displacements that you 
make? 

Mr. Knorr. That is right. 
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Colonel Carter. Senator, Mr. Roy Smith is here from Killeen, 
and he can give you a discussion in connection with the dislocation of 
families and what the local people who live there think about this 
whole business. 

Senator Case. Mr. Smith. 

Mr. Smiru. I am chairman of the military affairs committee of the 
chamber of commerce, and president of the First National Bank. 

Senator Casg. Of what city? 

Mr. Smiru. Of Killeen. 

Senator Casr. Where is that located with respect to this area? 

Mr. Smirn. Right here. 

Senator Casp. You are inside the reservation now? 

Mr. Situ. No; the reservation has got three corners of Killeen. 
We are hemmed in on the west, north, and east. 

Senator Casr. All right, proceed. Tell me what you can about 
this with respect to the families. 

Mr. Smiru. As the general pointed out, when this first started, 
before they moved this line back, there was tremendous opposition, 
and I worked along with the people from Belton and Gatesville and 
other areas with General Clark, General Doan’s predecessor, in talking 
with these people, and then this line was moved back, and most of 
these people are now satisfied that this acquisition is going to be made. 

There is no centralized opposition to it now, Senator. A number of 
those people are customers of our bank. They have taken options on 
other land. 

As a matter of fact, postponing this has worked some hardship on 
some of them because borrowing money to take options they have 
been paying interest on that money. 

The most opposition arises from people who reside outside of the 
State of Texas. The keen opposition, as pointed out by some of this 
correspondence, comes from people who reside outside of the State, 
because they had some land next to this reservoir that was going to be 
valuable, but when the engineers completed this reservoir they did not 
want to lose it, and that is the keenest opposition that has arisen in 
this thing. 

Senator Case. Are there any minerals involved in this area? 

Mr. Smiru. No, sir. 

Senator Casr. Does the Army propose to acquire mineral rights in 
this taking? 

Colonel Carrer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kwort. Yes, sir. 

Senator Case. What proportion of the costs is due to mineral 
rights? 

Mr. Knorr. None has been attributed. 

Senator Casr. None? 

Mr. Smiru. I am sorry to say there is not any mineral value around 
in our area. I wish there was. 

Senator Case. What is land like this selling for there on the market? 

Mr. Smiru. That is something that is very hard to evaluate at the 
present time because some of these hills have sold for around $60 an 
acre in the past, oh, a few years. Land prices around Killeen have 
gone up, but I cannot answer all the questions on some of these chalk 
hills where there are small cedarbreaks, small cedar about this high 
[indicating], of no value. 

Senator Casz. Thank you very much. 
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Who made this evaluation that is represented in the proposal 
submitted? 

Mr. Knorr. That is made by staff appraisers of our division 
engineer’s office in Dallas 

Senator Casr. It seems to me to be high, looking at those figures 
submitted on sample sales, and taking into consideration that this 
land is represented as nontillable land without any mineral value, 
and a portion of it being clay hills with small cedar. For scrub-cedar 
land in our country you are lucky if you get $20 an acre for it unless 
it is attached to tillable land or some thing of that sort. 

Mr. Knorr. The more developed sites in the breakdown of land 
classifications ran up to $150 as a unit price per acre, and that ranges 
all the way from as low as $30 to $150, depending on the type of 
property. That is a broad appraisal, one which must be reduced as 
to individual units. Each appraisal is reviewed before we attempt 
to negotiate with the owner. 

Some of the sales that are listed—there are some 1951 and some are 
1952. This plan was prepared late in 1952 

Senator Casr. Has the House committee acted on this? 

Colonel Carrer. It has approved it; yes, sir. 

Mr. Knorr. Yes. 

Senator Casg. It is hard to reconcile what you say with regard to 
the character of the land and the elimination of the tillable land, and 
the absence of any great number of families, indicating the relatively 
low settlement, with the price that is suggested here. 

Mr. Knorr. You see, sir, these improvements are the improved 
areas. 365, 1 believe, is the actual count of the sets of improvements, 
and they average about $3,500 per set. Then, of course, vou have 
different land in the classifications. It is generally regarded as a 
better and more productive area than that which we now own. We 
have 157,000 acres in the reservation at the present time acquired in 
1942. 

Senator Case. You say 350 sets of buildings, at an average value 
of $3,500? 

Mr. Kworr. 365, yes, sir. That changes my original count. It 
was in round figures of 350 and 150. Actually, it is 135 and 365. 

Senator Case. Allright. 365 at $3,500 per settlement unit. 

Mr. Knorr. That is right, sir, and that would run about $50,000. 
Does that give you a figure of $1,277,500? 

Senator Casg. Yes. 

Mr. Knorr. The land breakdown on that was $2,948,850, and 
then the severance 

Senator Cass. Are there any further questions? If not, that will 
complete the hearing on Army acquisition project No. 54-A, and the 
committee will consider it in executive session. 


Navy Prosect 74—R, Guynco Navau Arr Factinity 


Senator STENNIS (presiding). All right, we will hear the next project. 
The next project will be Navy Acquisition No. 74—R, which proposes 
to acquire 943 acres at an estimated cost of $188,800. Mr. Willis 
Dudley, of the Navy Bureau of Yards and Docks, will present, the 
project to the subcommittee. All right. Come right around. 
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STATEMENT OF WILLIS DUDLEY, BUREAU OF YARDS AND DOCKS, 
DEPARTMENT OF NAVY 


Mr. Duptey. Mr. Chairman, project No. 74—-R, Navy, is for the 
expansion of the existing Glynco Naval Air Facility at Glynco, Ga. 
The present facilities consist of 2,431 acres which have been improved 
at a cost of approximately $11.5 million—that is existing improve- 
ments which | speak about. 

It was constructed as a lighter-than-air station, and it is now being 
made into a heavier-than-air station. 

There was no specific land item included in the project submission 
in the 1952 public-works budget, and I presume for that reason it falls 
in the same category as the Willow Grove cese which you heard some 
little time ago, several weeks ago, and I think is still awaiting an 
opinion from the Comptroller General relative to that type of situation. 

The land that would be required is 943.6 acres, and there are no 
buildings on the land. It is largely timber. There is a little marsh- 
land; and, while we have estimated here on the basis of an actual 
appraisal the cost at $188,800 or the fair value, I should say, at 
$188,800, we have since obtained an appraisal at a lesser figure, and 
it is probable that condemnation is going to be required in this case. 

The lesser figure seems to be the more reliable one insofar as being 
supported by adjacent sales. That would be a figure that would be 
in excess of $100,000 but would not approach the $188,000. No one 
would be dispossessed, since there are no improvements. 

The land is in 2 ownerships, of which 1 represents all of the area 
except 2 acres, approximately. There is a little projection of a small 
tract of 2 acres over into the boundaries that are necessary. 

The reason that we require this much land for the runway and build- 
ing construction is that, having been designed as a lighter-than-air 
station, it was not laid out in a manner that would provide for the 
long runways that are required today. 

Then there is a research building to be erected which will re quire a 
thousand feet clearance all around in order to preclude electronics 
interference. 

The area has been very well accounted for. It has been scaled 
down to what we consider an absolute minimum. A big part of the 
value of the land lies in the timber, and we propose to try to work 
out an arrangement in the event of approval of this project to permit 
the owners of the timber—really it is just one major owner—to har- 
vest that himself and thus reduce the ultimate cost of the land. 

There is an easement attached which consists of about 8 or 9 acres 
altogether, but does not interfere with any local activities. 

Senator STENNIs. You say here you have some timber on the land? 

Mr. Duprey. Yes, sir. 

Senator STENNIS. $50,000? 

Mr. Dupiey. About $50,000 worth. It was cruised by the Forestry 
Service at $50,000. 

Senator STENNIS. When? 

Mr. Duptey. I think the cruise was completed in October of 1952. 

Senator Stennis. Do you know what type timber this is? 

Mr. Dun ey. It is pine timber, largely, except for a little gum in 
the swamps, as I understand it. I have not seen the timber, but it 
is a very good grade of young pine that is marketable, in part, as com- 
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mercial lumber, and the remainder is largely good pulpwood. It 
ranges from 8 to 12 inches in diameter. 

Senator OreaNNte. You know cattle that were appraised at 30 cents 
a pound and 25 cents a pound a year ago are bringing about 6 or 7 
cents now. | a not know whether the timber is going to hold up 
that well and, of course, you reappraise all of this before anything is 
done about buying it. 

Mr. Dup.ey. We review all of our appraisals before. We do not 
necessarily have new appraisals made, but we review the existing 
appraisals. 

Senator Stennis. All right. 

Do you have anything else now on that project? 

Mr. Dup.ey. I guess that is about all there is on that. 

Senator Stennis. Is there anyone else to be heard on this project? 

Mr. Darpen. We have received no correspondence. 

Senator STENNIS. Any opposition to it? And what do you have 
to say to it, Mr. Clerk? 

Mr. Darpen. As Mr. Dudley said, the essential point in this 
project, Mr. Chairman, is the absence of any language in the author- 
ization bill specifically authorizing the acquisition of land. If the 
Comptroller decides that the Willow Gorve project is all right, 
notwithstanding that fact, I suppose that this one would come within 
the same rule 

Senator Stennis. Is the Willow Grove the case—was that the case 
where it was dependent on the general language there in that bill 
to take care of the situation? 

Mr. Darpen. I think it gets back, Mr. Chairman, to the authoriza- 
tion for construction and appropriation therefor. The Attorney 
General and the Comptroller, I believe, have in particular cases in 
the past—lI do not know that they exactly parallel these—they have 
ruled that where there is a construction authorization there is the 
implied authorization to acquire the land necessary to accommodate 
the construction. But that also raises the question that if there is 
authority other than that contained by the language alongside each 
station designation in the bill, why do some stations have land 
acquisition language alongside of them. 

Senator Srennis. Well, you have not gotten a ruling then from 
the Comptroller as to this? 

Mr. Darpen. No, sir; we expect it momentarily. 

Senator Srennis. Have you expected 

Mr. Darpven. Yes, sir; several weeks ago. 

Mr. Duprey. Mr. Chairman, If I may, I would like to read a letter 
here that I think is pertinent to the urgency of this situation. 

Senator Stennis. All right. 

Mr. Duptey. This is from Vice Adm. John Dale Price, who is 
the Chief of Naval Air Training. It is directed to Admiral Jelley, 
the Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks: 

On a recent trip to NAAS Glynco I noted that the runway construction is being 
delayed because the necessary land has not been acquired. Further delay will 
result in the contractor moving his equipment off the job and could cost a sub- 
stantial sum in damages. 

In addition to the monetary damages, the Naval Air Training Command initial 
input of 90 officers into the CIC School scheduled for June of 1954 will have to be 


delayed because the CIC school building is planned on the land to be acquired. 
Assuming 1 year to construct the building and 3 months for awarding the bids, it 
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appears that the training schedule for the CIC officers and naval auxiliary station 
at Clynco will have to be delayed until the latter part of calendar year 1954. 

Since NAS Glenview is the only other naval source of trained CIC officers and 
is now at capacity, the planned number of officers cannot be met without Naval 
Auxiliary Station of Glyneo. I would appreciate your discussing this situation 
with the cognizant people in the Office of the Director of Installations or the 
Comptroller of the Department of Defense. 

This was from Vice Adm. John Dale Price to Adm. Jelley the Chief 
of the Bureau of Yards and Docks. 

That was all I had, just adding that one point to it. We have dis- 
cussed the other features of it, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Case (presiding). What is the prospect of salvaging this 
timber? 

Mr. Duptey. We feel that it is fairly good. We have not had any 
experience recently in this particular neighborhood, but we have 
down in southern Virginia and our Northwest River project which was 
considerably larger than this, and that extended over into North 
Carolina, too; we were able to salvage the timber at a fairly substan- 
tial saving. I am not prepared to say at the moment what the per 
unit acre saving was. 

Senator Casz. Do you know what stumpages were down there? 

Mr. Dupuey. I do not know what the stumpages were. This 
$50,000 figure was as a result of a cruise by the Forest Service. It is 
supported by our independent appraisals. 

Senator Cass. What kind of timber is it? 

Mr. Dupuey. It is largely pine except in the swampy areas. 

Senator Casrz. Did the cruise give the figures in terms of thousand 
board-feet; was that $50,000 simply a total figure? 

Mr. Duprey. Yes, sir. That is a total figure, yes, sir; but for 
timber based on the cruise. 

Senator Stennis. Mr. Chairman, the quality is so low that pine 
timber is selling at the stump in Mississippi at from $40 to $50 a 
thousand. It is the highest in the history of the Nation, and plyboard 
is also higher than it has ever been, unless it has been reduced recently. 

Mr. Dupuey. Well, in our Northwest River case, Senator Stennis, 
we were able to salvage considerable at as high as $35 a thousand but, 
of course, we had quite a few restrictions on the manner in which it 
was cut. It would not be exactly the same as going into a wholesale 
lumbering operation. 

Senator Stennis. But this appraisal, the reappraisal—— 

Mr. Dupiey. Will you bring all of those figures to date. 

Senator STENNIS (continuing). Will bring all of that out and speak 
as of that date. They certainly ought to be able to sell timber that 
is mushrooming in a good market. 

Senator Casz. I wonder if you could not get for us the details on 
the cruise 

Mr. Dup.ey. Certainly. 

Senator CasxE (continuing). To give us the number of million board- 
feet. 

Mr. Duptey. Yes, sir. Offhand I guess they have got 2 million 
board-feet down there. The indication is that this is young timber. 
[t is not timber that would normally be marketed. 

Senator Case. Of course, if it is going to be cleared off, a lot of it 
would not be readily merchantable timber. Let us have some de- 
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tailed picture of that because the cost of this land is pretty high for 
that quantity of land. 

Mr. Duptey. I explained before you came in that while this was 
based, this figure that is mentioned here, of $188,000 was based on 
an actual appresisal, nevertheless we had a second appraisal made 
which we feel more nearly is in line, that is materially less than 
$188,000. It is in excess of $100,000, slightly in excess of $100,000. 
I have the exact figure, but I prefer not to mention it. 

Senator Stennis. That is right. 

Mr. Darpen. This is an open hearing, Mr. Chairman, and if there 
is anything confidential about it, it should not be disclosed. 

Senator Casg. Supposing you give it to the clerk of the committee. 

Mr. Dup.ey. Yes, sir. 

Senator Casz. And also, this information on the timber. 

Mr. Duptey. Thank you, sir. 

Senator Case. Thank you, sir. 

We also have another project which should be taken up at this time, 
a classified project to be presented by the Air Force, and the room will 
be cleared except for those who are cleared for consideration of this 
project. 

(Whereupon, the committee adjourned at 11:55 a. m., to go into 
executive session.) 





